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“. . . and ye shall be witnesses
unto me . . . unto the uttermost

part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

There was an amazing prophecy left by
the Lord Jesus Christ as He spoke on the
Mount of Olives shortly before His ar-
rest and crucifixion. In response to His
disciples’ question: “When shall these
things be?” concerning the end of the
age, the Lord’s reply included these
words: “And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come” (Matthew 24:3,14).

He later commanded His disciples to
go “into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).
That was a command but it must have
seemed impossible for them even to try
to obey such a commission. How could a
small motley group of followers of an
itinerant preacher in the obscure nation
of Judea expect to witness to all nations
in the whole world about His teachings
and get people to believe the incredible
story of His death and resurrection?

But they have! This Great Commis-
sion was not only a command but an
amazingly fulfilled prophecy! All major
nations have received that witness and
multitudes have been converted.

The end has not yet come, however.
Not only have thousands of missionaries
gone out covering all nations (it would

seem), but the gospel has been preached
everywhere by radio, movies, literature,
and even the internet. A number of small
jungle tribes do not yet have an estab-
lished witness (Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors and others are trying), but some in-
dividuals even there have received some
kind of gospel testimony. Surely the end
is coming soon!

But there is one question. Is the gos-
pel that is being preached in all the world
really the complete gospel? The Bible
indicates that the gospel (“good news”)
includes the full scope of the person and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ—past,
present, and future—not just His atoning
death and resurrection; but also His works
of creation and consummation.

In fact, the final and climactic refer-
ence in the Bible to the gospel calls it
“the everlasting gospel” which an angel
from heaven will be preaching “to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people,” with its main thrust being to call
people on Earth to “worship Him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters” (Revelation
14:6–7).

Thus, the very foundation of the sav-
ing gospel of Christ is creation! The Lord
Jesus created all things, and that very fact
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made it possible for Him also to redeem
all things and become our Savior. One
should study the great Christ-centered
passage of Colossians 1:3–23 for full
comprehension of this great truth.

But the sad fact is that a number of mis-
sionary agencies, as well as seminaries,
denominations, publishers, and radio out-
reaches have felt it expedient to compro-
mise with theistic evolutionism or progres-
sive creationism in their presentation of
the gospel. So the question remains: Is the
real gospel or a diluted gospel being
preached to the world’s nations? Mission-
aries and evangelists need to realize that
any acceptance of the alleged geological
ages (the very infrastructure of evolution-
ism) must deny the Biblical fact that hu-
man sin brought death into the world and
thereby must undermine the true gospel.

All of this surely warrants the present
international extension of Biblical cre-
ationism. For example, our ICR minis-
tries have included books translated into
many languages, meetings held in many
countries, and radio broadcasts covering
much of the world.

As far as book translations are con-
cerned, a list I have tried to compile (and
I may have missed some, since none of
these are actually published by ICR), out
of the 125+ creationist books by ICR
writers, at least 50 titles have been trans-
lated into at least one non-English lan-
guage. One or more ICR books have been
printed in at least 22 different languages.
There are 16 titles in Spanish, 15 in Ger-
man, 13 in Chinese, 11 in Russian, 9 in
Korean, and so on.

Three Muslim countries—Turkey, In-
donesia, and Arabia—have one or more
ICR books in their respective languages.
Other languages with two or more ICR
book translations include French, Por-
tuguese, Dutch, Japanese, Italian,
Czech, Greek, and Hebrew. Finally,
there is at least one each in Swedish,

Romanian, Bulgarian, Danish, Hungar-
ian, and Thai.

Dr. Gish’s booklet Have You Been
Brainwashed? has been translated into no
less than 12 languages. My own Scien-
tific Creationism takes second place with
7 translations. Of the larger books, The
Genesis Flood is in German, Spanish, and
Korean and The Biblical Basis for Mod-
ern Science in Russian and Korean. Prob-
ably the most ambitious project was
translation and publication of The
Defender’s Study Bible in Chinese.

As far as personal ministries teach-
ing the gospel of creation in non-En-
glish speaking nations are concerned, I
was probably the first to attempt this,
with a week of meetings in Mexico City
back in 1969. Altogether, I have spo-
ken in at least 10 other countries. How-
ever, Dr. Gish has given creation mes-
sages in at least 40 other nations,
including Japan, India, South Africa,
Brazil (at least three tours), and most
all of the nations of South America,
Central America, and the Caribbean Is-
lands. Dr. John Morris has had minis-
tries in Communist China, Russia, Tur-
key, and several others, and each of the
ICR science faculty has ministered in
one or more other nations.

And there is the radio outreach! At
least one of our three programs (the 15-
minute weekly “Science, Scripture, &
Salvation” broadcast plus the daily one-
minute “Back to Genesis” program, avail-
able in both English and Spanish) are now
reaching a total of 45 countries.

These include not only all the major
English-speaking nations (England, Aus-
tralia, Canada, New Zealand), but practi-
cally all the Spanish-speaking countries
of South and Central America (plus Spain
itself), and at least nine African nations.
The latter receive the “Science, Scripture,
& Salvation” programs mainly through the
efforts of Joshua Gilbert, an enthusiastic
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creationist in South Africa. In all, these
programs are being carried through some
300 foreign radio stations.

In addition, the English programs are
being carried on a number of short-wave
networks whose outreach is practically
worldwide. Thus, at least in a limited
way, the creation component of the gos-
pel is being carried to the uttermost parts
of the Earth, as the Lord prophesied!

Of course, ICR is not the only cre-
ationist ministry. A number of others also
are involved in creation missionary evan-
gelism. In fact, since ICR was established
back in 1970 (and the Creation Research
Society and Bible Science Association
even earlier in 1963), national creation-
ist organizations have been formed in
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Korea,
India, Netherlands, Germany, France,
Norway, and a number of other countries.
The creation message is getting around!

We need also to recognize that many
missionaries are creationists, even though
a considerable number of mission agen-
cies—especially among the mainline de-
nominations, but also including many
evangelical agencies—accommodate the
geological ages and evolution in their
theology. Even though these may attempt
to be Biblically sound in preaching the
rest of the gospel on the mission field,
they perhaps unconsciously undermine it
by neglecting or even negating creation
as its foundation. Many others do teach
literal creation, however, especially those
trying to minister to unreached tribal
groups. The latter have often come to re-
alize that the best way to win people to
true saving faith in the person and work
of Christ is to stress His foundational
work of special creation of all things, in
the beginning.

In any case, a witness to true creation
is indeed getting out to all the world, and
ICR is having a significant part in this
outreach. The Lord Jesus has said that

“this gospel shall be preached in all the
world for a witness to all nations” and
that when this is accomplished “the end”
would come.

There may be one further problem,
however—the Muslim world. Although
there are significant Christian minorities
in many Muslim nations, especially Indo-
nesia and Lebanon, as well as small per-
secuted Christian minorities in many oth-
ers (Iraq, Iran, Egypt, Pakistan, etc.), the
gospel is still largely unknown among the
great majority of Muslims everywhere.

Yet oddly enough the Muslim “bible,”
the Koran, clearly teaches special cre-
ation in six literal days. One might sup-
pose that Muslims would all naturally
believe in at least that foundational com-
ponent of the gospel.

They don’t really believe it, however,
for their “creator” is not the true God of
creation, but a deceiver “god” who called
himself Allah. The fact that this Allah is
not the true God is evident from the fact
that he claimed to have dictated the Ko-
ran to Mohammed and then also specifi-
cally denies the very existence of a Son of
God, as well as His substitutionary death
and bodily resurrection. Consequently in
effect Muslims actually deny the gospel
in all its components and are one of the
hardest groups to win to the Lord.

The witness is there, however, so they
are without excuse, just like anyone else
who rejects or ignores the true gospel of
salvation through the sacrificial death and
resurrection of the only begotten Son of
God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

With all this in mind, we must con-
tinue to do all we can to get this saving
gospel out throughout the whole world
until every tribe and ethnic group has at
least received such a witness. By doing
this, we shall be “hastening . . . the com-
ing” of our Lord Jesus Christ (note II Pe-
ter 3:12), and thus helping to fulfill the
Lord’s prophetic promise.
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Those Christians who hold to an ex-
tremely old Earth acknowledge that both
Scripture and history teach Abraham
lived just a few thousand years ago. Fur-
thermore, chronologies in Scripture iden-
tify the time between Abraham and Noah,
and the time between Noah and Adam as
a total only of a few thousand years. Even
using the maximum time spans given in
various manuscripts yields a total of only
a few thousand years between Adam and
the present. But maybe the creation took
billions of years, they say.

It seems obvious. The Bible specifies
that God’s work of creation took “six
days,” at the end of which He created
Adam. He provides a record of His activi-
ties on Day One, Day Two, etc. He even
brackets each day by the terms “evening
and morning.” Adding six days to the time
since Adam still equals only a few thou-
sand years, or so it seems. Those who ad-
vocate an Earth of billions of years in age
do so by asserting that the days of cre-
ation were really of vast duration. Is there
any Biblical and linguistic evidence that a
“day” can be of great length?

As a matter of fact, the Hebrew word
yom, here translated “day,” can have a
variety of meanings, just like in English.

In both languages, the term most of-
ten refers to a solar day, defined by one
revolution of the earth on its axis. If I say
“today” you know what I mean. Or when
I say “the day of your birth” it’s clear.
Perhaps I could modify the word by a
numerical adjective, like “first day” or
“three days,” and you would know what
I meant. But I could say “in the day of
George Washington” and you would

When Is a DaWhen Is a DaWhen Is a DaWhen Is a DaWhen Is a Day Ny Ny Ny Ny Nooooot a Dat a Dat a Dat a Dat a Day?y?y?y?y?

know I was referring to a period of time
around the Revolutionary War. It all de-
pends on context. How the word is used
specifies its meaning in any particular
usage.

In Genesis chapter one, God appar-
ently went out of His way to make sure
we didn’t misunderstand, for He defined
yom the first time He used it. On Day
One, after creating the heavens and the
earth, God created light (v.3), and “God
divided the light from the darkness” (v.4).
This light/dark cycle was further identi-
fied when “God called the light Day
[yom], and the darkness He called Night”
(v.5). Throughout the rest of the passage
He uses the term for the First Day through
the Seventh Day.

The door to misinterpretation is closed
in Exodus 20:11, where God wrote in
stone some things He really didn’t want
us to misinterpret. The fourth of the Ten
Commandments concerns our work
week, where we are commanded to work
six days and rest on the seventh, “For in
six days the LORD made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day.” Same word, yom, same
context, same modifiers, same tablet of
stone, same Author, same finger which
wrote it. If words have meaning, then God
created in six days just like our days. His
work of creation becomes the pattern for
our work week.

“Day” can mean a period of time when
the context demands, but in the creation
account “day” means a real “day.” Chris-
tians need to allow the unchangeable
Scripture to define its own terms and not
rely on the temporal musings of men.

by John D. Morris, Ph.D.
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