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“Why should it be thought

a thing incredible with you,
that God should raise

the dead?” (Acts 26:8).
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Today, there are multitudes of religions,
cults, and philosophies competing for the
hearts and minds of men and women, all
over the world. One of these—atheistic
communism—seemed, for a while, to be
so powerful and persuasive that many
feared it would conquer the world. A re-
ligion which also is seriously attempting
to do that right now is Islam. Islam, struc-
tured around the baleful teachings of a
false god called Allah, and there are many
other such teachings. Evolutionary hu-
manism is also growing rapidly. But how
can we know which “religion” is the true
religion? Or are they all just different
paths to the same goal?

The apostle Paul had the answer to that
question. Speaking to the philosophers in
Athens, he said: “Ye men of Athens. . . . in
all things ye are too superstitious” (Acts
17:22). Just having some form of religion
is nothing; even atheists have a form of
“religion.” “God that made the world and
all things therein . . . is Lord of heaven
and earth. . . . He hath appointed a day, in
the which He will judge the world in righ-
teousness by that man whom He hath or-
dained; whereof He hath given assurance
unto all men, in that He hath raised Him
from the dead” (Acts 17:24,31).

That is how we can know which is
true! The only one who could ever defeat

death and give eternal life is the One who
pronounced the curse of death on His sin-
ning human creation in the first place.

And that would be the Lord Jesus
Christ! In the greatest event since the cre-
ation itself, God became incarnate in His
only begotten Son. By a miraculous con-
ception, sinless life, many miracles of
creation, volitional death, and bodily res-
urrection, He uniquely provided redemp-
tion and salvation to all who trust and
follow Him.

The proof of that, above all proofs, is
His amazing resurrection. The Roman
Caesars are all dead, Mohammed is dead,
Karl Marx is dead, Buddha is dead—
name these false religionists one by one.
They eventually die—and stay dead!

But Jesus died and then conquered
death. He spoke again to and through the
beloved disciple John to all men when
He says: “Fear not; I am the first and the
last: I am He that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of
death” (Revelation 1:17–18).

It was John who was the first to be-
lieve, when he entered the empty tomb
and saw the collapsed grave clothes on
the shelf where the body had lain, “and
he saw, and believed” (John 20:8). Soon
the other disciples also saw the risen
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Jesus Himself. Paul, writing years later,
after seeing Christ on the way to Dam-
ascus, and perhaps also after some re-
search on his own, tells about some of
these appearances: “. . . He was seen of
Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, He
was seen of above five hundred brethren
at once; . . . After that, He was seen of
James; then of all the apostles. And last
of all He was seen of me also . . .” (I Cor-
inthians 15:5–8).

There were other occasions. Luke says
that “He shewed Himself alive after His
passion by many infallible proofs, being
seen of them forty days” (Acts 1:3). Fi-
nally, after giving them His last com-
mand, to be His witnesses “unto the ut-
termost part of the earth. . . . while they
beheld, He was taken up . . . into heaven”
(Acts 1:8,9,11), where He “sat on the
right hand of God” (Mark 16:19).

From this point on, “. . . with great
power gave the apostles witness of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great
grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:33). The
authorities vainly tried to stop them, even
executing some, but they all simply re-
joiced “that they were counted worthy to
suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:41).

This amazing change in the disciples
who not long before “all forsook Him,
and fled” (Mark 14:50), became another
impregnable evidence for His resurrec-
tion. The disciples and many other be-
lievers had actually seen and touched and
eaten with Him so they knew He was
alive, and their testimony had converted
many. Most convincing of all, perhaps,
was the fact of the empty tomb and the
complete inability of the authorities to
locate the supposedly dead body. They
had tried everything else to stop the
preaching of His resurrection, whereas
simply displaying His body would have
been enough. But this they could not
do—Jesus was alive and at the right hand
of God in heaven!

Many skeptics in both ancient and
modern times have tried to disprove the
resurrection, but all have failed. Without
the resurrection of Jesus, there would
never have been a Christian religion, but
its absolute truth has been forever vindi-
cated by His resurrection!

The power of this message is seen in
the growth of the early church, in spite
of brutal opposition. When ordered to
desist, “Peter and the other apostles an-
swered and said, We ought to obey God
rather than men. The God of our fathers
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and
hanged on a tree. . . . And we are His
witnesses of these things; . . .” (Acts
5:29–32). The result was that “the num-
ber of the disciples multiplied in Jerusa-
lem greatly” (Acts 6:7).

Even in Athens, the intellectual center
of the world, Paul “preached unto them
Jesus, and the resurrection” (Acts 17:18).
Called before King Herod Agrippa, Paul
again preached simply that the prophecies
were being fulfilled “That Christ should
suffer, and that He should be the first that
should rise from the dead, and should
shew light unto the people, and to the
Gentiles” (Acts 26:23).

In fact, in the book of Acts alone, there
are at least 25 passages mentioning spe-
cifically the glorious message of the res-
urrection. There are more than 30 such
passages in the epistles, even though all
the people in the churches to whom the
epistles were written already believed it
and needed no further convincing. For
example, in the first chapter of Paul’s key
letter to the Romans, Paul stressed that
Christ had been “declared to be the Son
of God with power, . . . by the resurrec-
tion from the dead” (Romans 1:4). Then
he noted that the testimony of a new
believer’s baptism was his identity with
the risen Christ. “For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of His
death, we shall be also in the likeness of
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His resurrection” (Romans 6:5). The vi-
tal necessity of individual belief in His
resurrection is also pointed out by Paul.
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised Him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans
10:9).

To the Corinthians, Paul stressed that
the substitutionary death and bodily res-
urrection of Christ were the very center of
His saving gospel. “For I delivered unto
you first of all . . . that Christ died for our
sins . . . And that He was buried, and that
He rose again the third day. . . .” (I Cor-
inthians 15:3–4).

The wonderful 15th chapter of I Cor-
inthians deals in depth with the impli-
cations of the resurrection. “. . . if
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain;
ye are yet in your sins. Then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished. . . . But now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the first
fruits of them that slept” (I Corinthians
15:17–20).

Then, most appropriately, he ties
Christ’s defeat of death back into His pro-
nouncement of death when the first man
brought sin into the world. “For since by
man came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive” (I Corinthians 15:21–22)—thus af-
firming not only the primeval curse on
Adam’s dominion, but also its ultimate
deliverance in Christ. “The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death” (I Cor-
inthians 15:26).

Faith in Christ’s resurrection is not
only a premise in one’s salvation, as noted
in Romans 10:9 quoted earlier, but also
in our own future resurrection when
Christ returns. Jesus had promised His
disciples that “because I live, ye shall live
also” (John 14:19), and this promise was
confirmed and made more explicit by

Paul under divine inspiration. “For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with Him. For this we say
unto you by the word of the Lord, . . . .
For the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, . . . and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:14–
17).

The apostle Peter says that God “hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, To an inheritance . . . reserved in
heaven for you, Who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salva-
tion ready to be revealed in the last time”
(I Peter 1:3–5).

What a glorious future thus awaits all
who have true faith in His historical res-
urrection and His immutable promise of
our own coming resurrection! Like Paul,
our consuming desire should be to “know
Him, and the power of His resurrection,”
even though that means first “being made
conformable unto His death” (Phi-
lippians 3:10).

Why should anyone—how could any-
one—spurn such divine love and reject
the salvation purchased so dearly by
Christ and offered so freely to us? The
evidence for its truth and validity is over-
whelming.

Christians sometimes sing: “I know
He lives—He lives within my heart.” That
also may be a sort of evidence, especially
when that testimony is multiplied in the
hearts of multitudes of other believers.
But the solid, historical evidence of His
bodily resurrection after dying for our
sins is itself absolute and impregnable.
Unique in all history, it really happened,
so we can in full confidence entrust our
very souls to Him.
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WHEN DID THE MOUNTAINS RISE?
by John D. Morris

In geology a controversy prevails concern-
ing uniformity and catastrophe. Regard-
ing mountain building, uniformity main-
tains that the necessary tectonic forces
have always acted, and there should be
mountains of every age. Catastrophists/
creationists, however, consider mountains
to be largely the result of Noah’s Flood,
which first deposited strata, then folded
and eroded them, then later still uplifted
them into modern mountain chains. In-
tense geologic processes were operating
at rates, scales, and intensities, far in ex-
cess of today’s “uniform” norms. Cre-
ationists believe some mountains may
have risen during the late Flood (for ex-
ample the Appalachian Mountains), but
most mountains (Sierra Nevada, Rocky
Mountains, etc.) were elevated in the lat-
est Flood or earliest post-Flood times.*
Thus, creationists would expect the
world’s mountain chains to be among its
most recent geologic features.

As can be seen from the following list
of data collected from numerous investi-
gators and abridged from a similar chart
by evolutionists Ollier and Pain in The
Origin of Mountains, 2000, pp. 304–306,
this expectation has been realized. Keep
in mind that in standard evolutionary
thinking, which involves billions of years,
a few million years is no time at all. Thus,
even evolutionists admit nearly all the
world’s mountains rose just “yesterday”
in earth history.

Obviously, this is a “big picture” con-
sideration. Virtually all the mountains of
the entire world rose up in the last epi-
sode of Earth’s geologic history just as
expected from creation thinking. Some
fine points may await resolution, yet the
big picture favors creation.

Mountain Chain/ Years Since
Plateau/Rift Main Uplift
Europe

Swiss Alps <2 million
Apennines Mtns. 1–2 million
Pyrenees Mtns. 2–5 million
Baetic Cordillera 2–5 million
Carpathian Mtns. 2–5 million
Caucasus Mnts. <2 million
Ural Mtns. 1–2 million
Sudeten Mtns. 1–5 million

Asia
Tibetan Plateau <3.4 million
Himalaya Mtns. <3.4 million
Kunlun Mtns. <4 million
Tien Shan Mtns. <2 million
Shanxi Mtns. <3 million
Japanese Mtns. <5 million
Taiwan Mtns. <5 million

North America
Sierra Nevada Mtns. <2 million
Main Colorado Plateau <3 million
Bighorn Mtns. <3 million
Rocky Mtns. <5 million
Canadian Cordillera 2–5 million
Cascade Range 4–5 million

South America
Chilean Andes <5 million
Bolivian Andes <5 million
Ecuadorian Andes <5 million

Africa
Ethiopian Rift <2.9 million
Western Rift <3 million
Ruwenzori Mtns. <3 million

Other
New Guinea Mtns. 2 million
New Zealand Mtns. <5 million

*Scripture affirms that the waters once “stood
above the mountains” (Psalm 104:6), then re-
treated (v.7), and then the mountains rose and
the valleys sank (v.8).


