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“ And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended
it not” (John 1:5).

THE OUTER DARKNESS

Astronomers have guessed that there are
possibly as many as ten thousand billion
trillion stars out there in the observable
universe, of which perhapsfive thousand
can be seen without a telescope. If the
universe is expanding, as many astrono-
mersbelieve, thereisan outer limit tothis
vast population of stars, as defined by the
distance thus far attained by the expan-
sion. This limit might be considered the
boundary of the universe.

This boundary is also, practicaly by
definition, thelimit of the so-called back-
ground radiation, presumably a cosmos-
filling remnant of the postulated prime-
val Big Bang which its proponents
believe must have started the expansion.

No matter where astronomers point
their telescopes, they see a distant
sheet of light surrounding us. Be-
yond that enormous shell of radia-
tion, astronomers can see nothing.
We are caged in by this surface; the
cosmic microwave background
(CMB), thefaint afterglow of thebig
bang.

Since there is no radiation beyond this
limit, thereare no starsand no light either—
only outer darkness, so far as we can tell.
But even within the known cosmos, evolu-
tionary astronomers seem increasingly ob-
sessed with theideaof darkness. Evenwith
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the tremendous mass of those possibly
10% stars, these theorists believethat there
are still vast amounts of certain mysteri-
ous kinds of matter which cannot be seen
or measured. They call this dark matter,
the gravitational influence of which some-
how holds galaxies and galactic clusters
together.
For several decades, astrophysicists
have postul ated the existence of dark
matter—objects that have mass but
don't interact with light very well.
. . . scientists have calculated that
baryonic, ordinary matter—the stuff
of stars and of people—makes up
just over 4% of the energy and mat-
ter in the universe. What about the
rest? Combined with observations
from galaxy surveys and other
sources, the CMB measurements
give some rather troubling numbers.
They show that about 30% of the
stuff in the universe is dark matter.?
The unobservable matter in the uni-
verse is greater than all the observable
matter—7.5 times greater. Amazing!
Dark matter even comes in two fla-
vors, hot (HDM) and cold (CDM).
And all the while, astronomers and
physicists have refined their dark
matter theories without ever getting
their hands on a single piece of it.®
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However, that still leaves about 66%
of the universe's “stuff” to be accounted
for beyond that! In particular, there is
strong evidence now that the “ expansion”
of the universe is accelerating near its
boundaries. The gravitational influences
out there seem to be driving it apart, and
this would require some kind of tremen-
dous energy whose source and character
are unknown. So cosmologists just call
it “dark energy”!

Astronomers have dark imagina-
tions. They're already obsessed with
another phenomenon that they call
dark matter, which is entirely sepa-
rate from dark energy. Dark matter
istheinvisible material that . . . gath-
ers into vast clumps and exerts an
ordinary gravitational tug on its sur-
roundings. . . . The proposed dark
energy, in contrast, would inhabit
empty space and would be evenly
distributed throughout the universe.
Moreover, dark energy would exert
a repulsive force—what might be
caled antigravity.*

This strange universal anti-gravity
field has been given the name “quintes-
sence” by some astronomers. No instru-
ments have been able to measure it, or
even record it, but they believe it must be
there on the basis of theintensity of light
from very distant supernovas, which to
them suggests dark energy.

Where would such a strange field
come from? . . . An exotic possibil-
ity isthat quintessence springs from
the physics of extra dimensions.®
Some six extra dimensions (in addi-
tion to length, width, depth, and time)
have been mathematically predicted in
string theory, but this also is quite an il-
lusory concept to many.
And although the theory of super-
strings is now causing great excite-
ment in the physics community,

thereisto date not a shred of experi-

mental or observational evidence to

support it.6

In any case, the picture now occupy-

ing the minds of many evolutionary cos-
mologistsisthat of an immense universe
with multitudes of starsand other objects
in great variety, but which actually com-
prise only aminute part of the matter and
energy of avery “dark” universe.

Dark energy would complete a pic-

ture of the cosmos in which more

than 98% of the matter and energy

is of some exotic, unseen form.”

And, since the law of entropy appar-
ently is of universal extent, even the vis-
ible starswill eventually disintegrateinto
darkness, or worse.

To be sure, approaching gravitational
equilibrium (in addition to thermal
and chemical uniformity) would
mean aUniverse full of black holes?®

Dark matter, dark energy, and ultimate
black holes everywhere certainly sound
foreboding—if true. And that's just the
known universe! What about the darkness
outside of that?

Itiswell to remember that agreat deal
of modern cosmology, especialy when
its practitioners are trying to predict its
destiny and retrodict its origin, is sheer
mathematical manipulation and evolu-
tionary philosophical imagination. “It
ain't necessarily so!”

But it is significant that these specula-
tions lead so often to words like “dark-
ness’ and “blackness.” These are Biblical
terms too.

Speaking of those teachers and lead-
erswho would promote anti-Biblical doc-
trines of God and His great salvation
through the L ord Jesus Christ, the Apostle
Peter warned that “these . . . speak evil
of the things that they understand not;

... to whom the mist of darknessis re-
served for ever” (Il Peter 2:12,17).



Similarly Jude compares them to
“wandering stars, to whom isreserved the
blackness of darknessfor ever” (Jude 13).

The Lord Jesus Himself referred to
“outer darkness’ as the ultimate home of
thelost. In Hisfamiliar parable of thetal-
ents, the judgment on the servant whose
unfruitfulness had proved he was not a
true servant was to “cast ye the unprofit-
able servant into outer darkness: there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”
(Matthew 25:30; see also Matthew 8:12;
22:13).

This ultimate home of the lost is also
called “hell,” of course, and the Lord
caledit “thelakewhich burneth with fire
and brimstone” (Revelation 21:8), the sea
of “everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels’ (Matthew 25:41).

As to the location of this fiery lake,
we know only that it is not on the earth.
The “beast” and the “false prophet” will
be dispatched to the lake of fire before
the disintegration of the present earth
(Revelation 19:20; 20:11), and all the un-
saved not until after that event (Revela-
tion 20:15). The new earth will be one
“wherein dwelleth righteousness’ (11 Pe-
ter 3:13). Theobviousinference of al this
isthat hell will beavast lake of fire some-
where far out in the “outer darkness’ of
the created universe, possibly in a dark
nebula, or even a black hole.

The fire will be real and easily able
to destroy bodies, but it cannot annihi-
late spirits. All men and women have
been created in the image of God and
God is eternal. Heisthe Creator, not the
de-Creator, and “whatsoever God doeth,
it shall be for ever” (Ecclesiastes 3:14).
The outer darkness will be “a world of
iniquity . . . set on fire of hell” (James
3:6), where all vestiges of goodness and
love and light are gone forever. No won-
der Jesus urged men to “Fear Him,
which . . . hath power to cast into hell”
(Luke 12:5).

God's created universe is also eternal
with all itsmultitude of stars, and thelake
of fire will occupy only a small, prob-
ably remote, region in comparison.

Praiseye Him, sun and moon: praise
Him, all yestarsof light. . . . He hath
also stablished them for ever and
ever: He hath made a decree which
shall not pass (Psalm 148:3,6).

And all who are saved—those who be-
lieve His word and have received His
great salvation through faith in Christ—
shall live and praise Him for ever.

And they that be wise shall shine as
the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness
asthe starsfor ever and ever (Daniel
12:3).

Although many have chosen the way
that leads to outer darkness, there will
also be many living forever in the Holy
City on the new earth. “And there shall
be no night there; . . . for the Lord God
giveth them light” (Revelation 22:5).
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ARE HUMAN ARTIFACTS EVER PETRIFIED?
by John D. Morris, Ph.D.

Common folklore holdsthat petrification
takes “millions and millions of years.
Even though every knowledgeable scien-
tist knows differently, this misconception
continues. The great ages concept forms
the backdrop for the entire evolution
worldview, thusthere’sno desiretolessen
the hold “millions and millions of years’
has on the lay public. But petrification
can and does happen rapidly. At least this
argument can and should be removed
from evolution’s arsenal .

Petrification is that subset of fossil-
ization in which the organic material is
encapsulated or replaced by silica. In
wood it can best be accomplished by in-
jection of hot, silica-rich water into the
wood. The silicafillsin the voids left by
decaying cells, or, most often, surrounds
each cell with an impervious shell, halt-
ing al organic activity or decay.

Wood can be petrified in a laboratory
in avery short period of time using high
pressure injection. Likewise in nature
many examples can be given of recent or
living objects rapidly petrifying in the
presence of silica and hot water. In
Yellowstone National Park, hot waters
percolating through vol canic ash dissolve
the silica contained therein. Trees grow-
ing near the bubbling sources naturally
draw the waters into their trunks. As the
silica penetrates into the pores, organic
activity isinterrupted, and the tree even-
tually dies by petrification.

Many, many examples could also be
given of human structures, mine timbers,
bridge supports, etc., being petrified since
their time of emplacement. It obviously
doesn’t take along time; it takestheright
conditions.

Recently, at a seminar in the state of
Washington, | was given a “petrified
fence post” pictured above. Subsequent
analysis showed that it was definitely pet-
rified wood, had anail imprint and marks
of astrand of barbed wire. It was found
along an old fence line probably dating
from the late 1800s in an area of central
Washington dominated by a thick blan-
ket of volcanic ash. All that remained of
the post was astub four incheslong, three
inches wide and two inches thick. It was
obviously a“worked” piece of wood, for
the clearly visible tree rings had been
truncated. The log from which it had
come was probably two feet or so in di-
ameter, judging from the curvature of the
rings.

Does it prove anything? No, not re-
aly, but maybe this report will encour-
age some reader to realize that these
long age/evolutionary stories of “millions
and millionsof years” he'sheard over and
over again arereally just myths. The Bib-
lical truth of creation/flood/young Earth
might just be right after all.
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