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All evangelical Christians believe in
Jesus Christ as the unique Son of God,
and have accepted Him as their Savior
and Lord. They seek to obey His great
commission: “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations. . . . Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: . . . Amen” (Matthew
28:19,20).

Therefore, we ought to teach His
“all things” the same way He did. He is
our authority for He Himself created
all things (Colossians 1:16).

Among many other truths which He
taught, there are two basic doctrines
on which all the others depend. One is
the verbal inerrancy of Scripture; the
other is the special creation of all
things by God in the beginning.

The problem is that many Chris-
tians, who believe these truths, disagree
on what they mean. Therefore, on the
assumption that all who really believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ will accept
His authority as to their meaning, let
us look first at what He taught about
the Bible, then at what He taught about
creation.

In the days when He was on Earth,
He had only the Old Testament, of
course, but the gospel records make it
clear that He accepted these Scriptures
as coming without error from God. He

quoted and referred to them often, al-
ways indicating that He accepted their
records as true and authoritative.

For example, in answering a ques-
tion about the vital issue of marriage
and divorce, He simply quoted from
the Genesis account of the first hus-
band and wife, saying: “Have ye not
read, that He which made them at the
beginning made them male and female,
And said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall
be one flesh? Wherefore they are no
more twain, but one flesh. What there-
fore God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder” (Matthew 19:4–6).

Here the Lord was quoting from
Genesis 1:27 and 2:24, the two comple-
mentary accounts of the creation of the
first man and woman, accepting both
accounts as true and compatible, and
as establishing the divine pattern for
all future marriages.

When resisting the three tempta-
tions by Satan in the wilderness, He
defeated him merely by quoting an
appropriate verse of Scripture (Matthew
4:4,7,10; citing Deuteronomy 8:3;
6:16; 10:20, respectively). “It is writ-
ten,” He said, and that settled it!

Christ accepted the verbal inspira-
tion of the Bible—the words, not just
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the thoughts. Once the Jews were about
to stone Him because, “Thou makest
thyself God,” He then quoted Psalm
82:6 in His defense. “Is it not written in
your law, I said, Ye are gods? If He called
them gods, unto whom the word of God
came, and the scripture cannot be bro-
ken; Say ye of Him, whom the Father
hath sanctified, and sent into the world,
Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am
the Son of God?” (John 10:33–36). His
argument depended entirely on the use
of one word—“gods”—in Psalm 82:6).
Christ believed in verbal inspiration!

 Even more striking is His statement
in Matthew 5:18. “For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled.” The “jot”
was the smallest letter of the Hebrew
alphabet, and the “tittle” was a small
mark used to distinguish between two
similarly shaped letters. There could
hardly be anywhere a stronger state-
ment of inspiration of the Old Testa-
ment writings, and it was made by
Christ Himself. All true Christians
should hold the same high view of Bib-
lical authority that He did.

As far as the New Testament is con-
cerned, He assured us that His own
words would be accurately preserved.
“Heaven and earth shall pass away,” He
said, “but my words shall not pass
away” (Mark 13:31). In fact, the writ-
ing of all the New Testament would be
accomplished through the Holy Spirit.
“When He, the Spirit of truth, is come,
He will guide you into all truth: . . . and
He will shew you things to come” (John
16:13). “He shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto
you” (John 14:26).

At the very end of the New Testa-
ment, Jesus speaks again: “For I testify
unto every man that heareth the words
of the prophecy of this book, If any man

shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are writ-
ten in this book: And if any man shall
take away from the words of the book
of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part out of the book of life, and out
of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book” (Rev-
elation 22:18,19).

Note the emphasis on “the words of
the book,” not just the concepts. Lest
anyone question whether these warn-
ings came from Christ, the very next
verse settles it: “He which testifieth
these things saith, Surely I come
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).

There is no doubt, therefore, that
the Lord Jesus Christ believed and
taught the absolute verbal inerrancy of
all the Bible. Therefore, we who believe
Him and seek to follow Him must do
the same. All of His apostles, as well as
His prophets of the Old Testament, did
so, and so should we.

There are many other reasons, of
course, for believing in the inspiration,
infallibility, and authority of the Bible.
Its writers (Moses, Isaiah, Paul, etc.) all
claimed to be writing with such author-
ity. The Bible contains hundreds of ful-
filled prophecies and scores of remark-
able scientific insights. Its historical
records square with all the known facts
of secular history. Its unique and pow-
erful message of salvation was written
by over forty different writers over a
period of at least 1500 years, yet all
parts are consistent with all others, with
innumerable internal evidences of di-
vine inspiration. There is no other book
like this in the whole wide world!

But the greatest evidence of all is
that Christ (the second Person of the
Holy Trinity) accepted and taught its
inerrant authority in all things!

He taught the historicity of Genesis,
for example, especially the account of
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the creation, as we have already noted
(see Matthew 19:3–8). He referred also
to Abel’s murder, speaking of “all the righ-
teous blood shed upon the earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel unto the
blood of Zacharias” (Matthew 23:35).

He also accepted the historical re-
ality of the worldwide Flood in the days
of Noah: “As it was in the days of Noe,
so shall it be also in the days of the Son
of man. They did eat, they drank, they
married wives, they were given in mar-
riage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark, and the flood came, and
destroyed them all” (Luke 17:26,27).
The notion that this event may have
affected only a certain region is negated
by His comparing it to His second com-
ing. “. . . the flood came, and took them
all away; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be” (Matthew 24:39). If
Christ believed in the global flood, our
modern “progressive creationists”
would do well to rethink their advo-
cacy of a “local flood.”

The Lord also taught the historic-
ity of the catastrophic destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah in the days of
Abraham (Luke 17:29), the miraculous
provision of manna to the children of
Israel in the wilderness (John 6:32,29),
the burning bush revelation to Moses
(Luke 20:37), the incident of the bra-
zen serpent in the wilderness (John
3:14), the unique wisdom of Solomon
(Matthew 12:42), the amazing experi-
ence of Jonah in the belly of the whale
(Matthew 12:40), the remarkable
prophecies of Daniel (Matthew 24:15),
and all the other “hard-to-believe”
records of the Old Testament Scriptures.

He even taught the fact of a recent
creation! “From the beginning of the
creation God made them male and fe-
male,” He said (Mark 10:6). That is,
according to Christ (who was there) God
made Adam and Eve at the beginning
of His creation—not 4.6 billion years

after the beginning, as many modern
scientists (who were not there!) would
have us believe.

The same truth of recent creation
was also implied by Him in Luke 11:50
when He referred to “the blood of all
the prophets, which was shed from the
foundation of the world.” That is, God’s
prophets have been suffering bloody
persecution since the very foundation
of the world, not just starting 4.6 bil-
lion years after the beginning.

When Christ spoke of a coming pe-
riod of “affliction, such as was not from
the beginning of the creation which
God created” (Mark 13:19), He was im-
plying that there had been many lesser
afflictions on God’s people in the world
ever since the beginning.

We suggest that those Christians
who question the truth of any portion
of the Bible or who try to “wrest” the
Scriptures (II Peter 3:16) to make them
accommodate some current scientific
claim or some “private interpretation”
(II Peter 1:20) ask themselves if they
are prepared to explain to the Lord their
reasons for doing so. Remember that
“every one of us shall give account of
himself to God” (Romans 14:12).
Would it not be better in that day to
have believed and taught what Christ
believed and taught? With respect to
the great historical records of early his-
tory, we need to remember His rebuke
of the religious leaders of the time when
He was on Earth. “If ye believe not
[Moses] writings,” He said, “How shall
ye believe my words?” (John 5:47).

He said that “the Scripture cannot
be broken” (John 10:35). Evolution-
ists may try to break it; New Agers and
occultists may try to break it; secular-
ists and hedonists may try to break it;
all manner of skeptics and even com-
promising Christians may try to break
it. But The Scripture cannot be bro-
ken!
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What Can Be Done to Help Endangered Species?
by John D. Morris, Ph.D.

It seems like every time we turn around
these days, we’re bombarded with the
news of another endangered species.
From the tiny snail darter to the beauti-
ful spotted owl, the “rights” of these
creatures supercede those of humans.
Many are justifiably upset. Make no
mistake, the proper maintenance of the
creation was given to us by the Creator.
But where is the balanced perspective?
Better yet, where is the truth?

What can be done to keep some of
these creatures from going extinct? Ac-
tually, much can and is being done. For
instance, the California condor, while
still at dangerously low levels, has been
snatched from the brink of extinction
by captive breeding programs and strin-
gent protective laws, not to mention an
enormous amount of money.

During the years in which records
have been kept, hundreds of species
have become extinct. Obviously the
trend cannot be continued indefinitely,
for not one new species has been ob-
served to arise in a natural setting. At
present rates of extinction, virtually all
land mammals and birds would disap-
pear in tens of thousands of years. The
problem worsens with each loss, for
habitats and food chains are disrupted,
putting other creatures in jeopardy.

Some success has been achieved by
employing fertility drugs with some
animals, and the new science of clon-
ing offers some hope for maintaining
the more robust. There is even an effort
to clone extinct animals, like the mam-
moth, from remains in which the DNA
is preserved. Unfortunately, a viable

population must have the genetic in-
put of numerous individuals to mini-
mize the harmful effects of inbreeding.

In such discussions, it helps to care-
fully define terms, but in this case, pre-
cision escapes us. Even the definition
of the term “species” is vague. Com-
monly thought to represent a geneti-
cally isolated population, many surpris-
ing crosses between species have been
observed. For instance, lions and tigers
have been known to cross, as have po-
lar bears and black bears, as have lla-
mas and camels, not to mention wolves
and coyotes and domestic dogs. Evi-
dently, many of the types we now call
“species” are really just “varieties” of a
large, poorly delineated “kind.”

Recently an ICR graduate student
documented that 19 species of mon-
key, from four different genera have
been known to cross. Each group usu-
ally chooses to keep to itself, but in
reality they are part of a large breeding
population. Yet, despite the fact that
these crosses are known, environmen-
talists insist that great amounts of
money be spent to maintain each group.
But some of the breeding groups are
now so inbred that they are in true dan-
ger of extinction. It is an evolutionary
mindset which highlights the varieties
in anticipation of seeing true specia-
tion occur. But evolutionary thinking
does no favors. Disallowing natural
crosses to occur perpetuates a deficient
gene pool and may lead to extinction.
Application of such wrong thinking,
far from being helpful, is better under-
stood as harmful and shortsighted.


