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THE ICR GRADUATES
by Henry M. Morris1 and Kenneth Cumming2

The ICR Graduate School (ICRGS) was
formed in 1980–81 in order to provide
graduate-level training in science for men
and women who wanted post-graduate
degrees in science in a Biblical, creation-
ist context. Originally considered the “re-
search division” of Christian Heritage
College (established in 1970), ICR be-
came a separate institution in 1981 when
the regional accreditation organization
would not allow the College to offer
graduate degrees. As it is now, ICRGS
offers accredited M.S. degrees in four key
fields (Astro/Geophysics, Biology, Geol-
ogy and Science Education), and to date
there have been about 82 graduates.

We would like in this article to intro-
duce a few of these men and women to
our ICR supporters. Space does not al-
low profiling all 82, of course, so these
are just a few representatives.

Several of these graduates have ac-
tually continued on with ICR as impor-
tant staff members. For example, John
Rajca (M.S. in Biology) is Curator of
the ICR Museum of Creation and Earth
History. John was first a Biology gradu-
ate of our sister institution, Christian
Heritage College.

Bill Hoesch is on our Geology Depart-
ment staff, having received his M.S. here

several years ago, after first earning a
B.A. in Geology from Colorado and then
obtaining several years field experience.
He has served very effectively as a guide
on our field tours, on special field re-
search assignments, and as speaker on
our regional speaking tours.

Debbie Brooks has an M.S. in Science
Education here, after first getting her B.S.
from Bob Jones University. She has
served effectively in several capacities as
a full-time staff member, especially our
Good Science Workshops and in various
children’s ministries. John Arend, after
retiring from a distinguished business
career, and now, with his M.S. in Science
Education from ICRGS, is serving full-
time with ICR as Director of Public Ser-
vices Information.

There have been several others who
have served in various ICR ministries
part-time for awhile, before going on to
other ministries. In addition there are
some who are now working full-time or
part-time with other creationist organiza-
tions. Art Manning, for example, is a key
member of the Institute for Scientific and
Biblical Research in Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania. Art has recently had a guidebook
published describing all the nation’s sites
where petrified wood can be seen, and
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also has written the lead article in the June
2003 CRS Quarterly.

Dave Jolly is an administrator with
Ken Ham’s Answers in Genesis organi-
zation near Cincinnati. Jaemon Lee is
California Director for the Korean Asso-
ciation of Creation Science. Richard
Overman has organized and now directs
the Creation Education Resources min-
istry in Florida.

Two of our graduates, Dave and Mary
Jo Nutting (Dave in Geology, Mary Jo in
Biology), have formed a very fine cre-
ationist ministry of their own, the Alpha-
Omega Institute, headquartered in Grand
Junction, Colorado. They have their own
staff, conduct seminars and field tours,
etc., and have reached many in other na-
tions as well as here in the States. In ad-
dition, they occasionally serve as special
guides on ICR field tours.

One of our graduates of several years
ago is completing his Ph.D. this year at a
state university and will soon be return-
ing to join our own full-time science fac-
ulty. Another graduate, Paul Anders, went
on to get an M.Div. in the theological field
and is teaching at Trinity Seminary near
Chicago.

Another M.S. graduate of ICRGS,
Chris Osborne, later got his Ph.D.
(Botany) from Loma Linda University
and has also served on ICR’s adjunct fac-
ulty from time to time. One more mem-
ber of our adjunct faculty, Scott Rugg
(M.S. in Geology, ICRGS), has taught at
both ICRGS and Christian Heritage Col-
lege, and served on our field tours and
some thesis committees. He has his own
geosciences consulting firm, Rugg and
Associates Inc.

A number of ICRGS graduates are now
teaching at various other Christian col-
leges. Among these are Dr. John Whitmore
(Geology) at Cedarville College, Lindy Lu
Swanson at Multnomah Bible College,
Pierre Willems at Pensacola Christian

College, and David Hillaker at Christian
Heritage College.

Many ICRGS graduates (at least 30)
are teaching science in public schools or
private Christian schools. Several are in
administrative positions.

This is a special answer to prayer, for
provision of creationist administrators
and science teachers for elementary and
secondary schools was one of the main
reasons for forming the ICR Graduate
School in the first place. The Christian
school movement has grown tremen-
dously in recent decades, and these usu-
ally (like the public schools) require their
science teachers to have Master’s de-
grees. But students in science or science
education practically always have had to
attend a secular university to get such
degrees, and all such secular graduate
programs in science are permeated with
evolutionary teaching.

Very few, if any, Christian colleges
offer M.S. degrees in science, especially
creationist programs. Many offer B.S.
degrees in science, but students who de-
sire a creationist science graduate degree,
based on literal Biblical interpretation
and authority (including recent Creation
of all things), are essentially limited to
ICRGS as a choice.

Not all ICRGS graduates are engaged
in teaching, of course. For example, Cliff
Paiva (M.S. in Astro/Geophysics) has had
a distinguished career in scientific mili-
tary research with the government and
has recently been listed in Who’s Who in
Science and Engineering. Dr. Sharon
Cargo is a practicing veterinarian in
southern California. Scott Rugg, as noted
above, is a consulting geologist with his
own firm here in San Diego, Mark
Armitage is in full-time research using
the electron microscopes in the ICR Bi-
ology lab. Thor Strom is a practicing
gemologist, as well as a high school sci-
ence teacher; and Dr. Donald McBride is
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practicing in the field of naturopathic
medicine.

Graduates who write an M.S. thesis
are expected to select some topic which
will contribute both to their scientific field
and also to the advancement of scientific
Biblical creationism.

There have also been over 300 others
who have taken one or more courses in
the ICR Graduate School but, for vari-
ous reasons, have not completed degree
requirements. Many of these are also
teaching or participating in creationist
ministries in various communities.

Even though our graduate programs
may be relatively small in comparison
to some secular universities (actually,
most M.S. programs even in secular col-
leges are relatively small), the faculty is
excellent (see “The ICR Scientists” in
Acts & Facts for April 2002) and so, we
believe, are the curricula. Furthermore,
there is a very significant multiplication
factor. All ICRGS graduates or partial-
graduates are themselves reaching many
others in their own schools or commu-
nities with the great message of Bibli-
cal scientific creationism, so that the
ICRGS ministry has indeed impacted
great numbers of students and others in
many places.

The largest number of our graduates
(36) has been in Biology. There have
been 24 Science Education graduates, 11
in Geology and 11 in Astro/Geophysics.
About 35 students are taking one or
more courses during these 2003 summer
sessions.

Incidentally, a different sort of prod-
uct of the ICR Graduate School is the
creationist accrediting organization
TRACS (Transnational Association of
Christian Colleges and Schools). Al-
though many others have made impor-
tant contributions, it is doubtful that
TRACS would ever have been formed
without the ICR personnel who played

key roles (Dr. Henry Morris, one of the
founders and long-time Chairman; Dr.
Henry Morris III, also a member of the
original founding committee; Dr. Larry
Vardiman, staunch 10-year member of
the TRACS commissioning board). Dr.
Ken Cumming has served on several vis-
iting evaluation teams, and Dr. Henry
Morris III has recently been re-elected
to the board.

Because of the prejudice against cre-
ation-science, outspoken creationist
schools such as ICRGS used to stand
little or no chance of getting recognition
through accreditation. But after an
eleven-year effort, involving much
prayer and hard work, as well as strong
opposition, TRACS finally gained ac-
ceptance by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation and then by CHEA (Council on
Higher Education Accreditation), the
umbrella organization serving all ac-
crediting bodies. The ICR Graduate
School, as well as almost 50 other cre-
ationist colleges and seminaries, now
have either accreditation or candidate
status, through TRACS.

Note to prospective graduate stu-
dents: An ICRGS catalog is available on
request, as well as admission applica-
tion forms. Tuition is low. Although ICR
has no dormitories, its staff is usually
able to assist students in finding suitable
housing during its summer sessions.
Classes are held only in the summer,
except for thesis research and directed
studies.

Note to graduates and former stu-
dents: ICR would love to hear any rel-
evant news from you for possible inclu-
sion in future issues of Acts & Facts or
other publications. Write c/o Dr. Ken
Cumming, Dean of the ICR Graduate
School.
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DID NOAH’S FLOOD COVER THE HIMALAYAN
MOUNTAINS?
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Few doctrines in Scripture are as clearly
taught as the global nature of the Great
Flood in Noah’s day. Genesis clearly
teaches that “the waters . . . increased
greatly . . . and the mountains were cov-
ered” (Genesis 7:18–20).

Through the centuries, few Christians
questioned this doctrine. The Bible said
it, and that was enough—until the late
1700s that is. For the first time the globe
was being explored—the extremely lofty
Himalayan Mountains were surveyed,
capped by Mt. Everest at 29,035 feet in
elevation. Did the waters cover them? Is
there enough water on the planet to do
so? The questions seemed so far-fetched
that many European churchmen dis-
missed the idea that the Flood was glo-
bal, adopting the local flood concept
which still dominates Christian colleges
and seminaries today. Like dominos,
other doctrines soon began to fall—the
young age for the earth, the special cre-
ation of plants and animals, and the iner-
rancy of Scripture.

We now know, of course, that the earth
has plenty of water to launch a global
flood. It has been calculated that if the
earth’s surface were completely flat, with
no high mountains and no deep ocean ba-
sins, that water would cover the earth to
a depth of about 8,000 feet. But is there
enough water to cover a 29,035 foot
mountain?

The key is to remember that the Flood
didn’t have to cover the present Earth, but
it did have to cover the pre-Flood Earth,
and the Bible teaches that the Flood fully
restructured the earth. “The world that
then was, being overflowed with water,
perished” (II Peter 3:6). It is gone for-
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ever. The earth of today was radically al-
tered by that global event.

That Flood accomplished abundant
geologic work. Eroding sediments here,
redepositing them there, pushing up con-
tinents, elevating plateaus, denuding ter-
rains, etc., so that the earth today is quite
different from before. Today even moun-
tain ranges rise high above the sea.

Mt. Everest and the Himalayan range,
along with the Alps, the Rockies, the Ap-
palachians, the Andes, and most of the
world’s other mountains are composed of
ocean-bottom sediments, full of marine
fossils laid down by the Flood. Mt.
Everest itself has clam fossils at its sum-
mit. These rock layers cover an extensive
area, including much of Asia. They give
every indication of resulting from cata-
clysmic water processes. These are the
kinds of deposits we would expect to re-
sult from the worldwide, world-destroy-
ing Flood of Noah’s day.

At the end of the Flood, after thick se-
quences of sediments had accumulated,
the Indian subcontinent evidently col-
lided with Asia, crumpling the sediments
into mountains. Today they stand as gi-
ants—folded and fractured layers of
ocean-bottom sediments at high eleva-
tions. No, Noah’s Flood didn’t cover the
Himalayas, it formed them!

Thus we find the Biblical account not
only possible, but also supported by the
evidence. A pre-Flood world with less-
ened topographic extremes could have
been covered by the Great Flood. That
Flood caused today’s high mountains and
deep oceans making such a flood impos-
sible to repeat. This is just as God prom-
ised, back in Genesis.


