
a

No. 170
“And Job answered and said, No
doubt but ye are the people, and

wisdom shall die with you”
 (Job 12:1–2).

 *Dr. Henry M. Morris is Founder and President Emeritus of ICR.

 February 2003

by Henry M. Morris*

There seems to be something about evo-
lutionism that generates arrogance in
many of its spokesmen. The concept is
so wide-ranging that it purportedly can
explain everything scientifically, from the
origin of the cosmos to the origin of reli-
gion. Perhaps because it seems to elimi-
nate the need for God, science itself be-
comes “god,” and some evolutionists
think they have become its official proph-
ets and priests. One of their communi-
cants, in fact, calls them its “shamans.”
He says,

We show deference to our leaders,
pay respect to our elders and follow
the dictates of our shamans; this be-
ing the Age of Science, it is scien-
tism’s shamans who command our
veneration. . . . scientists [are] the
premier mythmakers of our time.1

One of these great shamans, arguably
the premier living evolutionist, is Profes-
sor Ernst Mayr of Harvard. He tells us
that evolution can even answer the great
“why?” questions of life. Many people
of normal intelligence, including most
scientists, have acknowledged that sci-
ence can deal with questions beginning
with “What?” and “Where,” and “How,”
but not “Why?” The latter requires a theo-
logical answer, or at least philosophical.
But not Shaman Mayr. He says:

EVOLUTIONARY ARROGANCE

There is not a single Why? question
in biology that can be answered ad-
equately without a consideration of
evolution.2

After all, says Shermer, “cosmology
and evolutionary theory ask the ultimate
origin questions that have traditionally
been the province of religion and theol-
ogy” and evolutionism is “courageously
proffering naturalistic answers that sup-
plant supernaturalistic ones and . . . is pro-
viding spiritual sustenance. . . .”3

The investment of these leaders of the
evolutionary faith with such pontifical
authority, however, tends to generate in
them an attitude of profound impatience
with such heresies as creationism. Instead
of opposing the creationists with scien-
tific proofs of macroevolution, they re-
sort to name-calling and ridicule. A pro-
fessor at a Missouri university fulminates
at the “lunatic literalism of the creation-
ists,”4 especially “the weirdness produced
by leaders such as Henry M. Morris.”5

And even such an articulate and highly
revered evolutionist as the late Stephen
Jay Gould, in a voluminous book of 1433
pages published just before his death, re-
ferred angrily to “the scourge of creation-
ism.”6 He had refused many invitations to
debate a qualified creationist scientist with
the self-serving and misleading explana-
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tion that it would be a mistake to dignify
creationism and its scientists in this way.

Dr. Massimo Pigliucci, who has lost
a number of debates with Dr. Gish and
other creationists, laments the fact that,
“many Americans are still enchanted with
dinosaurs such as John Morris and Duane
Gish of the oxymoronically named Insti-
tute for Creation Research.”7

Although Dr. Gould would never de-
bate a creationist scientist, despite the
inducement of large financial incentives
to do so, he was quick to criticize them
in print, calling them “fundamentalists
who call themselves ‘creation scientists,’
with their usual mixture of cynicism and
ignorance.”8 Gould often resorted, in fact,
to the standard debate technique of name-
calling and ad hominem arguments com-
monly used when one has no factual evi-
dence to support his position.

In his gigantic magnum opus, Dr.
Gould provides a valuable historical re-
view of the development of evolutionary
theory, including the many conflicts
among the evolutionists themselves, but
in his 1433 pages neglected to provide a
single proof of macroevolution. The same
was true of the esteemed Ernst Mayr who,
in his own recent textbook9 could cite no
such proof. Yet he had the gall to make
the pronouncement that “every knowing
person agrees that man is descended from
the apes.”10

We ignorant creationists, since we
theoretically know nothing about the sub-
ject, thus, according to Gould, have “al-
ways relied, as a primary strategy, upon
the misquotation of scientific sources.”11

We not only are ignorant, but also by him
are assumed to be liars. Strange that, in
his 1433 pages, not to mention his copi-
ous other writings, Dr. Gould failed to site
a single example of such misquotations.

Creationists are fallible human beings,
of course, and it is possible that a few
mistakes could be discovered among the

thousands of quotes we have used from
the evolutionists, but they would certainly
be rare exceptions, as well as uninten-
tional. They certainly could not obviate
the tremendous case that has been built
up against evolution just from admissions
of evolutionists.

It would be easy if space permitted to
multiply examples of the evolutionists’
use of ridicule and insulting names in lieu
of scientific evidence. But another type
of evolutionary arrogance consists of their
repeatedly professed amazement that
anyone of intelligence could ever dis-
agree with them.

One writer laments that even after the
pope reaffirmed the commitment of the
Catholic Church to evolution in 1996,

40 percent of American Catholics in
a 2001 Gallup poll said they believed
that God created human life in the
past 10,000 years. Indeed, fully 45
percent of all Americans subscribe
to this creationist view.12

Two eminent authors of an important
article in the journal, Evolution, assume
that this simply indicates “a lack of . . .
understanding of evolution by the gen-
eral public” and then suggests that the
cause of this ignorance may be “the way
the media communicates evolution and
anti-evolution.”13

Perhaps these authors were writing
this with tongue-in-cheek! It would seem
they must know that practically all the
media strongly promote evolution and
that the “general public” has been taught
only evolution in public schools and secu-
lar colleges all their lives. Evidently all
this brainwashing somehow has failed.

But why would the public favor cre-
ation? Only a statistical minority of the
“general public” attends church and Sun-
day school. Could it possibly be that evo-
lution is so contrary to evidence and com-
mon sense that people intuitively know
that evolution is wrong? And could it be
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that many of these have studied the evi-
dences for themselves and thereby found
that evolution is not really scientific af-
ter all?

Higher education doesn’t seem to help
much. Alters and Nelson have made a
fairly extensive survey of this kind of
study.

Research results show that there
may be surprisingly little difference
in performance between majors and
nonmajor introductory biology stu-
dents. For example, in an ecology
and evolutionary biology pretest of
1200 students, biology majors
scored only 6% higher than non-
majors. When the same students
were posttested on the first day of
the following semester, the re-
searchers concluded “that majors,
who received a much more rigorous
treatment of the material, came
through the semester with the same
degree of understanding as the non-
majors!”14

This strange intransigence on the part
of science students when subjected to
evolutionary teachings, they think, must
be caused by religion!

The more deeply ingrained the reli-
gious teachings, the more the evi-
dence was viewed through lenses
different from those of students with-
out contradictory religious beliefs.15

Well, that does make sense. If evolu-
tionists can just persuade students to be
atheists, it should be easier to make them
become evolutionists!

There will always be a problem, how-
ever, in convincing students who believe
that scientific generalizations should at
least be based on scientific facts.

Even more difficult will it always be to
convince students who believe that the
Biblical account of creation is the true ac-
count as revealed by the Creator Himself.

In the absence of either a divine “evo-
lution revelation” or real scientific proof
of macroevolution, it is hard to under-
stand this pervasive attitude of intellec-
tual superiority (even over thousands of
fully credentialed creationist scientists)
as anything but evolutionary arrogance.
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WHO CARES ABOUT CREATION ANYWAY?
In the minds of many, creation thinking
is marginalized to a “fundamentalist”
few. But let’s look again.

Listed below are quotes from several
great men who cared much about creation.
In their writings they not only supported
creation, but extended our knowledge of
creation. They used creation to teach truth,
glorify the Creator, and confront wrong
thinking. (This list contains, by the way,
some of my favorite creation Scriptures.
It could be extended considerably.)

Moses: “Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed
the earth and the world, even from ever-
lasting to everlasting, thou art God”
(Psalm 90:2).

David: “The heavens declare the
glory of God; and the firmament sheweth
His handywork” (Psalm 19:1).

“By the word of the LORD were the
heavens made; and all the host of them by
the breath of His mouth” (Psalm 33:6).

Solomon: “The LORD by wisdom hath
founded the earth; by understanding hath
He established the heavens” (Proverbs
3:19).

Isaiah: “Hast thou not known? hast
thou not heard, that the everlasting God,
the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?
there is no searching of His understand-
ing” (Isaiah 40:28).

“Even every one that is called by my
name: for I have created him for my
glory, I have formed him; Yea, I have
made him” (Isaiah 43:7).

Jeremiah: “Ah Lord GOD! behold,
thou hast made the heaven and the earth
by thy great power and stretched out arm,
and there is nothing too hard for thee”
(Jeremiah 32:17).

Nehemiah: “Thou, even thou, art
LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the
earth, and all things that are therein, the
seas, and all that is therein, and thou
preservest them all; and the host of heaven
worshippeth thee” (Nehemiah 9:6).

John: “All things were made by Him;
and without Him was not any thing made
that was made” (John 1:3).

Paul: “For by Him were all things cre-
ated, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principali-
ties, or powers: all things were created
by Him, and for Him: And He is before
all things, and by Him all things consist”
(Colossians 1:16–17).

“For the invisible things of Him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without ex-
cuse” (Romans 1:20).

Peter: “For this they willingly are ig-
norant of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth stand-
ing out of the water and in the water:
Whereby the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished” (II Pe-
ter 3:5–6).

Four and Twenty Elders: “Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honor and power: for thou hast created
all things, and for thy pleasure they are
and were created” (Revelation 4:11).

Angel: “Saying with a loud voice,
Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the
hour of His judgment is come: and wor-
ship Him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters”
(Revelation 14:7).
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