No. 124

“And declared to be the Son
of God with power, according
to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead”
(Romans 1:4).
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The Deity of the Risen Christ

We often hear this criticism from unbelievers deride such beliefs, saying
evangelicals: “You creationists arg that they depend entirely on the teach-
causing controversy and division ings of a long-outmoded, error-filled

among Christians; you should just be book that has little relevance to our
preaching Christ and the gospel, not modern scientific age.

creation!” These teachingare found in the

But that would be impossible. The Bible, of course, but the Bibles the
“everlasting gospel” includes the wor- inspired Word of God, whether people
ship of “Him that made heaven, and believe it or not. However, there are
earth, and the sea, and the fountains| ofcertain overwhelming proofs of the
waters” (Revelation 14:7). That One truth of the Bible, and of the deity of
who made all things is Jesus Christ, Christ, that do not depend on whether
“For by Him were all things created, the Bible was inspired by God or not,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth”or even whether its records are histori-
(Colossians 1:16). cally accurate.

Since this “everlasting gospel” is For example, consider the words
to be proclaimed by an angel from attributed to Jesus (whether or not the
heaven (Revelation 14:6), it cannot reporting of them was correct) in Mat-
have been any different from the gos- thew 24:35. “Heaven and earth shall
pel of Christ as preached by Paul (note pass away,” He is said to have said, “But
Galatians 1:8). my words shall not pass away.”

These and similar Scriptures What an arrogant, foolish statement
ought to be enough to convince Bible- that seems to be, reputedly spoken by
believing Christians that the Lord an outwardly uneducated, unpub-
Jesus Christ is the God of creation, andlished, itinerant preacher, with a small
that He must be worshipped as Creatorband of ignorant followers in an insig-
as well as Savior. nificant captive state in the Middle

The problem is, however, that many East! Why, the man must have been
Bible-believing Christians have al{ mad to make such a claim! Or so it
lowed themselves to be influenced by would seemyunless it were somehow
Bible-rejecting skeptics, who not only true.
deny the fact of creation, but also the  As a matter-of-fact, for almost 2000
gospel and the deity of Christ. These years His words haveot passed away!
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This claim constitutes an amazinlg
prophecy, fulfilled in worldwide out-
reach, with the words of Christ prob-

things be, unless Christ reallyythe Son
of God?
That is not all. In John 12:32, Jesus

ably read and believed by more peopleis quoted as saying? “And I, if | be lifted
than any other words ever spoken. Heup from the earth, will draw all men
may never have written a book, but His unto me.” The writer then comments
Bible is the world’s all-time best seller, that, in saying this, He was “signifying
and more books have been written what death He should die.” It may not
about Him and His teachings than thosehave taken a great deal of prophetic
of any other man in history. insight to predict that He would die by
And consider also His claim in John being lifted up on a cross, for that was a
8:12, “I am the light of the world: he common method of executing those
that followeth me shall not walk in dark- convicted either as common criminals
ness, but shall have the light of life” or as enemies of their Roman rulers in
How could an uncultured carpenter those days.
from a despised village in a small proy- But how could Jesus be so presump-
ince ever presume to assert thatwas | tuous as to prophesy that His crucifix-
the very light that would enlighten the ion would “draw all men” tdHim! Such
entire world? Absurd! an ignominious and excruciating death
Yet there have been millions down would seem to repel men, not draw them.
through the centuries who have testi- How would they even hear about it?
fied that He was, indeed, the light of But they have heard about it, all
their world! Furthermore, He has been over the world. Though not all indi-
the inspiration for the world’s greatest viduals have believed on Him, multi-
music, its finest art, multitudes of hos- tudeshave believed, and the rest have
pitals, schools, and charitable institu- at least had to make a decision about
tions of all kinds. The world today Him. If “all” is understood to mean “all
would, indeed, be in gross darkness hadkinds,” it is literally true that men and
it not been for the multitudes of corn- women of all nations and all walks of
cerned and caring men and women wholife have been irresistibly drawn to His
have followed Him. cross and to Him as the One who died
Still another remarkable fulfilled there for their sins. As the hymn writer
prophecy is found in Matthew 16:18. sang: “That old rugged cross, so de-
“Upon this rock | will build my church;| spised by the world, has a wondrous
and the gates of hell shall not prevail attraction for me.” The cross also has
against it.” Unbelievers may be able to come to adorn thousands of pulpits and
find various problems with His church church steeples, as well as ladies’ pen-
(that is, with all those believers who dants and many other places.
stand upon the Rock of Peter’'s great Christ made many other such
confession, in Matthew 16:16, that claims (or at least those who wrote the
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living records say He did) which seem either
God), but they cannot ignore the fact utterly false or impossibly presumptu-
that the churclexists! That small body| ous or completely mad, but which have
of twelve unpromising disciples has turned out to be remarkably fulfilled
somehow become a great host of mil- prophecies for 2000 years. They pro-
lions in every age, in spite of intense vide an impregnable testimony to His
opposition and persecution continually deity, for only God knows the end from
seeking to destroy it. How could sudh the beginning.



We shall consider just one more of pass, ongot or one tittle shall in no
these claims. To His small band of dis- wise pass from the law, till all be ful-
ciples, He predicted: “Ye shall be wit+ filled” (Matthew 5:18). “. .. And the
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, andScripture cannot be broken” (John
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto10:35).
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts If Jesus is the only begotten Son of
1:8). “This gospel of the kingdom shall God, as He claimed, then He is a mem-
be preached in all the world for a wit- ber of the eternal triune Godhead, one
ness unto all nations; and then shall with the Father and the Holy Spirit. In
the end come” (Matthew 24:14). the days of His humanity, He could pray

That was quite an order for such |a in full confidence to the Father who
motley and seemingly insignificant had sent Him. “Now, O Father, glorify
group. The task was clearly impossible, thou me . . . with the glory which | had
even if they were willing to try. But| with thee before the world was” (John
then, the account says they watched17:5).

Him ascend up to heaven, and a few He was there before the world was,
days later they received power when and the Scripture says that “all things
the Holy Ghost came on them, and were made by Him” (John 1:3). He is,
somehow the absurdly impossible as the ancient creeds have said, “very
prophecy is really being fulfilled. God of very God.” He is our Creator

The gospel has penetrated the re-and it is He who had to pronounce the
motest parts of the world, and at least great curse on His whole creation when
some converts “of all nations, and man brought sin and death into the
kindreds, and people, and tongues” world (Romans 5:12; 8:20-22).
(Revelation 7:9) will one day stand But then, in the fullness of time, He
before the Lord Jesus Christ praising came forth from the Father to bear the
Him for His great salvation. great curse Himself, because of “His

These amazing claims of Christ all great love wherewith He loved us”
have become marvelously fulfilled (Ephesians 2:4). He suffered and died
prophecies, even though they seemedin payment for both the universal “sin
insanely arrogant and impossible when of the world” (John 1:29) and also for
they were first spoken. Further, as notedthe individual “sins of the whole
before, they do not even depend on theworld” (I John 2:2). The great Creator
inerrancy or historicity of the accounts has become our forgiving Savior!
in the Bible where they are recorded. The final and compelling proof of
They are true and fulfilled prophecies His deity, of course, is His bodily resur-
regardless of the authenticity of the rection, demonstrated by “many infal-
records. lible proofs” (Acts 1:3). For a summary

As a matter of fact, these and other of the compelling evidence of His lit-
such claims also themselves become yetral resurrection from the grave, see the
another evidence, not only of the deity ICR booklet, The Resurrection of
of Christ, but also of the veracity of the Christ: The Best-Proved Fact in His-
Scriptures, because it is the Scripturestory (copy sent free on request). Christ
that tell us that this was what Jesushas defeated sin and death once for all
taught. and made effective forever for every

“Search the Scriptures,” He said, person who receives His great gift of
“. .. they are they which testify of me] salvation through repentance and faith
(John 5:39). “Till heaven and earth in Him. *5



What About the Peppered Moth?
by John D. Morris, Ph.D.

Perhaps the classic “proof” of evolut without proof.
tion has been the observed color shift Remember that both varieties were
in the population of England’s peppered present at the start, with the mix of genes
moths. Pictures of dark and light pep- producing lights favored over the mix
pered moths on various tree trunks haveof genes producing darks. As the envi-
appeared ireverybiology textbook. It's | ronment changed, the dark variety had
on the tip of the tongues of evolution- greater opportunity to pass on their
ary spokesmen worldwide. genetic mix, and percentages changed.
Here’s the well-told scenario. In the All the while, the two types were inter-
early 1800s, nearly all of the individual fertile. No new genes were produced,
peppered mothsBfston betulariad were | and certainly no new species resulted.
of a light grey, speckled, color. Active This is natural selection in action, but
mostly at night, they needed to hide by not evolution. Adaptation happens, but
day from predatory birds. Since trees the changes are limited.
and rocks were typically covered with The textbooks seldom point out
mottled light green, gray lichens, the that in recent decades, as England has
moths were effectively camouflaged. A cleaned its atmosphere, the shift has
rare peppered moth exhibited a dark reversed and now the lights are the more
color and was easily seen by birds; thiscommon form once again. Remember,
they seldom survived. On average, overthis shift and shift back again have noth-
98% of all the species were of the light ing whatsoever to do with the origin of
variety, yet with both dark and light moths, or how moths and people could
were of the same species and were fullyshare a common ancestor.
interfertile. And now comes the revelation that
Then came the industrial revolution Kettlewell’'s compelling argument has
and the air filled with soot, covering not been verified by other investiga-
the trees and rocks with a toxic film, tors (Nature vol. 396, November 5,
killing the lichens and darkening the 1998, pp. 35,36). Furthermore, we now
trees. Soon the light variety of moth know that neither dark nor light moths
was easily seen while the darker were ever spend their days on exposed tree
camouflaged. By the turn of the cen- trunks or rocks as depicted in the fa-
tury, 98% of the moths were dark. When mous textbook pictures. His original
English medical doctor Bernard associates have even admitted that the
Kettlewell studied the phenomena in photographs were faked, that the moths
the 1950s, it became “Darwin’s Miss+ were glued onto the tree. Thus the star
ing Evidence”—natural selection in witness for evolution has perjured it-
action. self, and knowledgable evolutionists
Creationists were never concerned are recommending it not be used.
with this population shift. In fact, they What a wonderful time to be a cre-
were amused as evolutionists made suchationist, when even the supposed best
a big fuss over it. If this is the best proof of evolution in action is so flimsy
“proof”’ of evolution, then evolution is| that it cannot stand the test of truth.
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